LETTER TO  K.  NATARAJAN

explaining the League of Nations' covenant?1 You will remem-
ber his saying that if the moral pressure to be exerted against
a recalcitrant party failed, the members of the League would
not hesitate to use the last remedy, viz., brute force.

The Pledge is a sufficient answer to the doctrine of force.

But this does not close the chapter. I have received a long
cablegram2 from Mr. Aswat. The situation for the Indians in the
Union is very serious indeed. The lesson of the late struggle is
practically lost upon them. If we here can render no help,
Indians in the Union will be reduced to an absolutely servile state.
If they through their weakness cannot offer satyagraha, we must
all call upon the Government to redress the grievance and to offer
satyagraha if they proclaim their helplessness. You cannot have
"hostile interests in the same partnership. I have written to the
Government and I am sending a Press letter today.

There is still a third chapter. The committee that was
appointed to advise the Government upon the case of the
Brothers Ali reported two months ago. I have read the papers.
There is nothing in the charge to warrant their detention. If they
are still not released, there would be a third case for satyagraha
for me.

I am bearing the burden rightly enough because the last two
have caused no struggle with my conscience. If the main struggle
starts, I may tuck on to it the last two and thus complete the trinity,

I shall eagerly await your telegraphic opinion and then a
detailed written opinion to follow. You will not wonder when I
tell you that the women at the Ashram have all voluntarily signed
the Pledge. . .

From the manuscript of Mahadcv DesaPs Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai
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I send you copies of the Satyagraha Pledge and the wire sent
by me to the Viceroy. I know you regard the Bills with the horror
that I do. But you may not agree with me as to the remedy to be
applied. I hope, however, that you will not summarily dismiss
1 At the Paris Peace Conference; vide "Speech on Satyagraha, Madras",
20-3-1919.
2 Vide "Letter to the Press on South African Situation", 25-2-1919,
3 Editor of Th* Indian Social Reformer, Bombay